On Thursday, | received the following picture from a sister in this church and with
the caption “NAILED TO THE CROSS ON A FRIDAY. HOW IS THAT GOOD?".
It is a banner outside a church along Orchard Road. What a reminder and good
news for the public!

In about three weeks’ time, we will observe
Good Friday and Easter. And it will be a
period of 3 days, where people and churches
around the world pay a high attention to the
meaning of the death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Have you ever done something wrong, and
felt terrible and guilty for failing Jesus’ love
and trust?

—

We may have denied Jesus, just like Peter denied his Lord. Yet God forgives us,
just as Jesus forgave His disciples. His act of forgiveness is shown in Him
sending His son down to die for us, that we may be forgiven and redeemed. Isn’t
that awesome? Galatians 3:13 — “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law
by becoming a curse for us”. Man is what he is, a sinner by nature, he cannot
keep God'’s holy law, even when he wants to. But the Cross of Jesus, opened
the way for grace. In Colossians 2:13-14; we are told that we who are dead in
our trespasses and the uncircumcision of our flesh, God made alive together
with Him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by CANCELING the record of
DEBT that stood against us with its legal demands. This HE set aside, NAILING
it to the CROSS.

Time and again, we sing worship songs with the focus of God’s grace. What is
GRACE? It is the unmerited favour of God bestowed upon an undeserving
sinner. Itis God giving what we do not deserve. Romans 6:23 — “For the wages
of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord".
God gives us salvation when we deserve condemnation — this is GRACE!

What did we do in order to gain the grace and forgiveness of God? Nothing. We
only believed that Christ really did what God says He did and that we are really
forgiven. What's our responsibility for us since salvation is now offered to all
men on the basis of faith. We can be a channel of blessing for our friends and
loved ones, to accept God’s gracious offer and to believe. This is the age of
sowing and reaping. The responsibility of the Christian is to get the message
out to a lost world. And the responsibility of man is to believe.

This is what Good Friday and Easter remind us about. We rejoice in Jesus’

death and resurrection because it brings us complete forgiveness and allows us
to meet God with a pure, clean heart.

Elder Andrew Lim



